Twelve Quick Tips for Girl Scout Leaders


As a Girl Scout Troop Leader, Co-Leader, Assistant Leader or Advisor, you play an integral part in helping every girl strive for courage and confidence, and instill in them the character they need to make the world a better place.  Girl Scouts of Northeast Texas is very appreciative of the time and talent each adult volunteer shares with Girl Scouts throughout the year. Below are twelve (12) quick tips to get you on your way!
 

1. Enlist family support as the Girl Scout Troop is being organized/registered. A family meeting or other communication with family adults is vital to a good partnership between Girl Scout Leaders and parents/guardians.

2. Encourage the girls to partner with you—girls should be growing in decision-making and planning skills. The more invested they become in their activities, the happier they—and you—will be. 


3. Keep a First Aid Kit available during Girl Scout Troop activities. Putting together a First Aid Kit is a good Girl Scout Troop activity for the girls when linked to first aid and safety. 

4. Never leave girls alone with just one (1) adult. See Safety-Wise Standard 13, p. 69-70, for the number of adults needed for Girl Scout Troop activities. 


5. Know Safety-Wise and consult the activity sections and safety guidelines for activities you plan to do.

6. Transport Girl Scouts safely by making sure that private passenger vehicles are properly registered, insured and operated by adults with a valid driver’s license. Seatbelts must be worn. See Safety-Wise, Standards 25 and 27 and the section on “Planning Trips with Girl Scouts” before traveling away from your meeting place. 


7. Bring a currently Certified Adult First Aider for activities held outside regular Girl Scout Troop meetings, or for any activities that have potential hazards.   Note: This person does not have to be the Girl Scout Troop Leader. 


8. Turn in Parent/Guardian Permission Forms for activities when they take place outside the regular meeting place and time, involve travel, focus on sensitive or controversial topics, or involve money-earning.  Turn in an Activity Approval Notification Form for activities when they involve travel, focus on sensitive or controversial topics, or involve money-earning. 
 

9. Request council approval and guidance on an Activity Approval Notification Form from a designated Girl Scout Service Unit Team Member or Membership Specialist for any activity that involves the following: 
  

a. Overnight activities for 1-2 days - camping, trips, or other overnight experiences

b. Extended trips - overnight of 3 days or more

c. Money-earning projects

d. Special site, equipment and/or instructor (horseback riding, swimming, archery, etc.)

e. Sensitive and/or controversial topics

f. Cooperative projects with other organizations

g. Site agreements or transportation charters

h. High Risk Activities (see pages 79-80 of Safety-Wise)


10. Bring an adult who has had the Discover Girl Scout Troop Camping Course within the last three (3) years on any Girl Scout Troop overnight campouts, on any site. 
 

11. Maintain a Girl Scout Troop bank account that includes the name “Girl Scouts of Northeast Texas, Troop # _____.” Girl Scout Troop funds are NOT to be kept in Girl Scout Troop adults’ personal or business bank accounts. Authorization to open a Girl Scout bank account should be obtained from the council before opening an account; use the Bank Authorization Form. At least two (2) signatures (who are not related) should be on the account. 

12. Submit a Training Registration Form for each council course an adult wants to take. 

 

